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The Morning Glory is a publication of the
Lindheimer Chapter of the Native Plant
Society of Texas.  The purpose of the
Lindheimer Chapter shall be to promote
conservation, appreciation and utilization
of the native plants and plant habitats of
Texas through education, outreach and
example.
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Sign up now for our debut Wildscapes
Workshop! Get ready for captivating

speakers, garden tours with guides, experts
available for your questions all day, local

exhibitors, a raffle, plus book and plant sales.
It's all happening! Flip to Page 5 for all the juicy

details and registration link or check out
bit.ly/wildscapes_workshop.

Seating is limited. Register before 9/12/2025
to receive a free event t-shirt!

Where Gardens Meet the Wild

https://bit.ly/wildscapes_workshop


Giving Back or Paying it Forward?

Many organizations and businesses tout their contributions to the community but did you know
that the Lindheimer Chapter was created solely to give to our community?  You can see our
mission statement, it’s right on the front page of every Morning Glory newsletter!  But what you
may not be aware of is that 100% of every donation and every dollar raised in plant sales, NLCP
classes, and coming soon, merchandise sales, is strictly earmarked for our efforts to educate the
public about the benefits of native plants.  For example, here are a few of the contributions the
Chapter has made or is planning to make this year alone:

Budgeted donations to NPSOT State Programs include $300 for BBMT (Bring Back the
Monarchs to Texas) and $100 to I-35 Monarch Waystations. 
NPSOT Fall Symposium fund of $200. 
Memberships include $100 to Friends of TPML and $125 to the Canyon Lake Area
Chamber of Commerce.
NLCP Level 4 speaker’s honorarium- $100 Headwaters of the Comal – Fall 2024.
Feb 2025 speaker’s honorarium- $100 San Antonio Botanical Gardens (Rare Plants).
Contribution for our Spring Field Trip- $100 Native Prairies Association of Texas (NPAT).

Lindheimer Chapter Contributions & Initiatives (2025)
 Public Education & Outreach

Native Landscape Certification Program (NLCP) Classes: Proceeds directly support native
plant education, helping residents understand the ecological value of local flora.
Seed Workshops: Held at multiple libraries, these events not only promote native seed
collection but also offer Master Naturalist CEU credits—bridging education with action.

 Community Engagement
Wildscapes Workshop: A full-day celebration for the Chapter’s 25th anniversary, featuring
hands-on activities and native plant demonstrations.
Garden Tours: Including an upcoming visit to Leon Dominick’s arboretum, showcasing
native landscaping in action.

Habitat Restoration & Stewardship
Garden Workdays: Regular volunteer efforts at sites like the Museum of Texas Handmade
Furniture and the Heritage Museum of the Texas Hill Country, maintaining demonstration
gardens that serve as living classrooms.
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Editor’s Note for September
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https://www.facebook.com/npsot.lindheimer/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt_ZR_-qwIlnXBkKsUTY4FQ
https://www.instagram.com/lindheimernpsot/
https://square.link/u/aO9F2nUs
https://lindheimerchapternpsot.org/


Giving Back or Paying it Forward?

 Coming Soon: Merchandise Sales
All profits will be funneled back into educational programming, amplifying your reach and
impact.

Your Help is Needed Now
The chapter will hold a plant sale in conjunction with the Wildscape Workshop on Sept 27.
Please let me know at your earliest convenience if you have anything to offer for this sale at
dkyrouac@gmail.com. Because the sale will only run for about 2 hours and we will have very
little time for tear down, inventory needs to be curtailed a bit. Because of the nature of this sale,
it will be very helpful to know what members plan to bring as soon as possible to avoid having
too many of any one species.

Plant wish list:
Any native plants are welcome. If you have any questions, please email Debbie.
Trees – no more than 4 of a species
Shrubs and other gal. size perennials – limit 8 per species
4” pots – limit 12 per species.
 Thank you for being part of this effort to grow native and inspire change!
 Debbie  Kyrouac 
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Editor’s Note for September (continued)
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https://www.facebook.com/npsot.lindheimer/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt_ZR_-qwIlnXBkKsUTY4FQ
https://www.instagram.com/lindheimernpsot/
https://square.link/u/aO9F2nUs
https://lindheimerchapternpsot.org/


Seed Workshops
Tye Preston Seed Event    9/12  2:30 PM -4:00 PM
Mammen Seed Event.    9/11  2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Garden Ridge Seed Event 9/18 1:00 PM -3:00 PM

Seed collectors can drop off ripe seeds at any of these libraries or at the Chapter meeting.  
Come as you are, leave when you like.  Seed workshops earn Master Naturalist CEU credits!

Chapter Meetings
Board Meeting  9/9  9:30 AM 

General Meeting and Presentation 9/16  6:00 PM
Ashley Landry of the Native Plant Rescue Project

All meetings are held at the Tye Preston Memorial Library located at 16311 South Access Rd,
Canyon Lake, TX

Garden Workdays
Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture – Craig Bruska

Demonstration Garden Heritage Village workdays
2nd Wednesdays and 4th Thursdays 9:00 AM

        Heritage Museum of the Texas Hill Country – Mickey Riviere
1st Thursdays 9:30-11:00 AM

         Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce – Sara Torres
3rd Wednesdays 9:00 AM 

Special Events
9/27 Lindheimer NPSOT 25th anniversary celebration “Wildscapes Workshop”, activities all day

10/18  Garden Tour of Leon Dominick’s arboretum 9:00-11:00 AM
Native Landscape Certfication Program (NLCP) 3 Class at the Tye Preston Memorial Library

(TPML) 10/11/25 Register here.
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Calendar of Lindheimer Chapter Events
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https://www.facebook.com/npsot.lindheimer/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt_ZR_-qwIlnXBkKsUTY4FQ
https://www.instagram.com/lindheimernpsot/
https://square.link/u/aO9F2nUs
https://lindheimerchapternpsot.org/
https://nativeplantsocietyoftexas.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/nativeplantsocietyoftexas/event.jsp?event=2677&
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Our Guest Speaker for the September meeting is Ashley Landry,

Founder of the Native Plant Rescue Project (NPRP), which is a
Central Texas-based nonprofit that coordinates plant rescues

prior to construction. She was the 2024 Nancy Benedict Memorial
Award winner and has been featured in Wildflower magazine,

NPAT's Prairie People, The Austin Chronicle,Vibrante magazine
and on Central Texas Gardener. Ashley is an avid iNaturalist user

and enjoys spending her free time botanizing.

The Presentation
“The Native Plant Rescue Project: Salvaging Native Plants in a Time

of Rapid Development”
Ashley will be speaking about the history of NPRP as well as

highlighting some of the special native plants they have rescued
from construction sites around Central Texas. She will also talk

about their "groundbreaking" prairie sod translocation effort
earlier this year. Finally, she'll discuss plant rescue efforts in the

San Marcos and New Braunfels areas, plus ways to help the effort
to save and rehome local native plants. Join us live via

bit.ly/Lindheimer-Zoom or watch later at bit.ly/lindheimer-
Youtube.

September Meeting Speaker
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Check out the latest  news from the Native Prairies Association of Texas 

You can find out more here.

https://www.facebook.com/npsot.lindheimer/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt_ZR_-qwIlnXBkKsUTY4FQ
https://www.instagram.com/lindheimernpsot/
https://square.link/u/aO9F2nUs
https://lindheimerchapternpsot.org/
https://texasprairie.org/category/statewide/
https://mailchi.mp/texasprairie/npat-news-updates-december-edition-17614349?e=450606c35a
https://www.nativeplantrescueproject.org/
https://bit.ly/Lindheimer-Zoom
https://bit.ly/lindheimer-Youtube
https://bit.ly/lindheimer-Youtube
https://www.nativeplantrescueproject.org/


Native Plant Society of Texas 
Lindheimer  Chapter

Plant of the Month 
September 2025 
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Lindheimer Muhly, Muhlenbergia lindheimeri

Lindheimer Muhly is also known as Big Muhly. It forms a 2’ – 5’ tall fountain shaped clump of
grass that makes an elegant specimen in the landscape. During the spring and summer it is a
mound of blue green grass blades. However, in late summer and fall the seed heads begin to

appear, and it takes the form shown in the photo above. This is a wonderful native substitute for
the Pampas Grass that one often sees planted in non-native landscapes.

 
Lindheimer Muhly is endemic to the Edwards Plateau and is usually found on limestone outcrops
often near small streams. While it enjoys some moisture, it needs a well drained soil in full sun.

Like most grasses, deer will usually leave this plant alone. It does not need to be cut back each year
and in fact will grow back slowly when it is cut. Old seed stalks can be broken off in the winter and

dead leaves raked from the grass blades. Birds use the leaves for nesting material and eat the
mature seeds. Lindheimer Muhly plants are commercially available, easy to transplant or can be

started from seed.
 

Note: Lindheimer Muhly is a NPSOT NICE selection for Fall 2025.

Text by Tom Siemssman, photo by Sam C. Strickland, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center  

https://www.npsot.org/our-work/nice-native-plant-partners/


There are ways that we can make our rivers safer and more resilient.  Yes, we need better early
warning systems, but what I'm referring to goes deeper. Infrastructure is key to improving
conditions for life. In this case "green stormwater infrastructure" techniques can make the
difference that's needed to shift us from a future filled with repeated devastating floods (and
droughts) to a desirable future where our springs, rivers and creeks keep flowing, not flooding,
for future generations.

Action items include: first, a thorough analysis, then designing, building and maintaining
systems that protect and improve quality of life by slowing, spreading, and sinking water into
the soil.  What does that infrastructure look like? Well, that depends on the scale.

For a residential home: A rain garden (think temporary pond) dug into the ground can catch
rainwater off the roof, yard and driveway, then sink that rain into the ground faster than
mosquitoes can breed. All that water benefits the plants in the yard, helps recharge the aquifer
and reduces the amount of water flowing downstream. There’s an example of a rain garden at
the Upper Guadalupe River Authority Headquarters among others.

For medium acreage: Conservation Terraces (aka berms and swales) are a great way to sculpt
the earth to retain water for longer. These function similarly to rain gardens, but they're usually
more linear. This is an oldie but a goodie. Back in the Dust Bowl Era, we eventually stopped
saying "oh woe is us, there's nothing we can do" and started to implement practices to conserve
soil and water. You can still see some of the old Civilian Conservation Corps terraces around the
Hill Country today, if you know what to look for. Unfortunately, many of these terraces have
been bulldozed by folks who don't know better. Check out WaterRanching to learn more about
these.
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Hill Country Flash Floods:

Part Two

By  Shannon Brown, Founder of Ecosystem Regeneration Artisans, 
a Lindheimer Chapter NICE Partner 
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Editor’s Note:
This is the second in a two part

series.  To read the entire article,
please click here.

https://www.waterranching.com/
https://www.eranativeland.com/
https://www.eranativeland.com/resources-and-notes/julyflooding2025
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Texas Flooding :  Part Two (continued)
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For large acreage ranches: Sometimes a space is too big for human labor to cost effectively do
the work of shaping the landscape, even with heavy equipment. In these instances, we can
turn to animal impact to help us. Bison and beavers were critical to the original ecosystems of
Texas. The wallowing action of bison built rain gardens, and they fertilized the prairie
grasses, helping to create rich soil that retained water. Beavers made dams that helped the
water stay in upland areas longer. While we can't put back beavers or bison in most
circumstances, we can use "biomimicry" to imitate how they affected the landscape. Cattle
can be managed to imitate bison herds. Usually they're managed in a way that is destructive
to land health, but Holistic Planned Grazing allows ranchers to use livestock to increase soil
carbon on vast scales, which helps with water retention. There are examples in the Kerrville
area of exactly this, such as at the Kerr Wildlife Management Area.

Start thinking of soil as a tool for holding water. It’s essentially a sponge. The soil can hold
massive amounts of water. How much water the soil can hold varies based on how much
carbon (or organic matter) there is in the soil. The carbon pump action of native bunch
grasses helps make the soil richer. Some prairie remnants have up to 12 percent soil organic
matter!

How do we decrease the intensity of floods and increase our resilience to them? It isn’t
impossible, even in an era of climate change. Soil organic matter is critical to solving this.
Some key facts that give me hope:

 For every 1% increase in soil organic matter, the soil gains anywhere from 16k-27k gals
of water storage capacity per acre. (Source: Natural Resources Conservation Service and
Natural Resources Defense Council). 
One inch of rain falling on 1 acre of ground is equal to about 27,154 gallons. (Source:
U.S. Geological Survey)

Put these 2 numbers together and you can understand that: 
For every 1% increase in soil organic matter, the soil can hold another inch of rainfall. 

Imagine if we implemented practices to effectively store more water in our soil! If we can
increase the soil organic matter by 10 percentage points, then even this drastic rainfall event
would have produced very little runoff and therefore very little flash flooding. What if
anything under a 10-inch rain didn’t produce ANY flooding? What if the 12 inches of rain in
the future only made the river flood as much as a 2-inch rain now?



Remember, storing water in the soil or in the upland in earthworks doesn’t “steal” it
from the river. It still eventually gets there. Just as a clean clear flow out of a spring. Not
as a muddy, rushing torrent.  

So, with this in mind, how do we increase our soil organic matter by that much? Has
anyone even done this? Yes, it has been done. The key is implementing practices that
improve soil health. Adding compost, manure, mulch, cover crops, native bunch grasses,
compost tea, mycorrhizal fungi, and beneficial microbes are all part of the equation.
Basically, it boils down to increasing the biological activity in the soil. 

If there’s a silver lining to the horrific tragedy of the Hill Country flooding on July 4th, I
hope that it inspires us to be more resilient. Let there never be a next time, because we
learn how to be better stewards of our whole watersheds from the hilltops to the rivers. 

If we want to mitigate the devastation of flooding, we’d be served better by asking:
 How do we more effectively slow, spread and sink rainwater into our landscape?

P. 5The Morning Glory

Texas  Flooding :  Part Two (continued)
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Tree Sale

The Kendall County Soil & Water Conservation District
offers tree sales to the community every Spring & Fall.

Anyone interested in enhancing their natural
environment can also purchase trees and plants from
our tree sale! We offer deciduous and evergreen trees,

grasses, perennials, and groundcovers. Order forms and
information can be found here.  Proceeds benefit

scholarships for Ag Students.

https://kendallswcd.org/kswcd/tree-sales
https://kendallswcd.org/kswcd/tree-sales
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Get All the Details Here

This year's theme is "Teach for the Future!"

The Fall Symposium will be held in Salado, Texas on October
3rd, 4th, and 5th, 2025

https://www.npsot.org/our-work/symposium/symposium-overview/
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Get All the Details Here

Register Now for the 2025-26 Force of Nature Competition!

We are inviting all middle school students (grades 6-8) across Texas to participate
in our Force of Nature research competition. It is a chance to get outside and learn
about the amazing native plants we have in Texas. Here is how you can participate:

1) Form a Team and Register by Sept. 30
Designate a school advisor and form a team of students who will work on the

research project. Teams can consist of any middle school group – a science class, a
school garden club, a home school group, etc. Engage your local Native Plant

Society of Texas chapter to serve as mentors! REGISTER YOUR TEAM HERE.
2) Choose a Topic

Determine which Texas native plant topic you would like to explore with your
research. See our list of example research projects below. Use our Native Plant

Database to find plants native to your area of Texas.
3) Conduct Research

Form your research hypothesis, design your experiment, and conduct your
research. Optional: create a school native plant garden (or utilize an existing
garden) to make observations and collect data. Get our Native Plant Garden

Starter Guide to help you plan your garden.
4) Present Findings

Create a short slide presentation (no more than 25 slides) to showcase your
findings to our NPSOT judges! See this page for the criteria our judges will be
using to review the projects. The winning school will receive a trophy, a $300

garden grant, and native plant books for their library.

https://www.npsot.org/our-work/native-plants-in-schools/force-of-nature/
https://www.npsot.org/our-work/native-plants-in-schools/force-of-nature/
https://www.npsot.org/resources/start-a-native-garden/
https://www.npsot.org/resources/start-a-native-garden/
https://www.npsot.org/our-work/native-plants-in-schools/force-of-nature/


Register Now for the NLCP 3 Certification

The Native Landscape Certification Program (NLCP) is a four-level certification
program that teaches the value of including and preserving native plants in

landscapes. Classes focus on the characteristics and plants of the region in which
they are taught. Please register for classes located in the region in which you wish

to landscape. Check it out!

Class Outline

Level 3: Installation and Maintenance of Native Landscapes

Recognize differences between native and non-native landscapes
Become familiar with how to install the different types of native plants into a
landscape, including plant choice, purchase, placement, spacing; soil choice;
bed and soil preparation; planting seeds and plants; mulching
Understand maintenance requirements and techniques, and create
maintenance schedules for the different types of native plants
Become familiar with 45 native Texas plants recommended for your landscape
and 5 plants to avoid

Note: You must complete NLCP Level 1 before taking this class.

Instructors:  Craig Bruska, Debbie Kyrouac, Leon Dominick

Registration and Cancellations:  Linda Foss, NLCP Coordinator, NLCP@npsot.org
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Get All the Details and Register Here

https://npsot.org/wp/nlcp/about
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/glutn9rauuyqyu5d3f7aq/Bio-Craig-Bruska-2024.docx?rlkey=vuzdux5r8505rqy49mcyj6hki&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ncdlsfzcf5u51ww/Debbie%20Kyrouac%2021.0727.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ntv7ip9v5s9lsnm/Leon%20Dominick%20NLCP%20bio%207-25-22.docx?dl=0
mailto:NLCP@npsot.org
https://nativeplantsocietyoftexas.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/nativeplantsocietyoftexas/event.jsp?event=2677&
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Please follow us!
Lindheimer Chapter Native Plant

Society of Texas

 Find us by searching the exact name above, clicking on the url
below or by using the QR code at left.

Our FB page is always full of pertinent information for our
chapter as well as other events happening around our area,

updated daily!
There are posts with upcoming events, weekly reminders, and a

variety of volunteer opportunities to get involved, learn, meet
new people, and have some fun.

Feel free to pass along any announcements or FB materials and
suggestions to lindheimer-comm@npsot.org with “Facebook”

in the subject line.

You can find our new and improved FB page here.

Summer 2025 Member Magazine

http://npsot.org/
https://www.npsot.org/posts/summer-2025-member-magazine/
mailto:lindheimer-comm@npsot.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61572290391204
https://www.npsot.org/posts/summer-2025-member-magazine/
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We thank the nurseries who
carry native plants.  You can
find a complete list of them

here.

Tye Preston Memorial 
Library Staff

Canyon Lake Ace Hardware
1150 FM 2673 • Canyon Lake, TX 78133

830-964-2797
South Texas Growers

22201 Hwy 46 West • Bulverde, TX 78163
830-980-9179

King Feed and Hardware
768 FM 2673 • Canyon Lake, TX 78133

830-964-2205
Pollinatives

101 South St. • Converse, TX 78109
210-233-9922

Ecosystem Regeneration Artisans
946 Boulder Bluff • San Marcos, TX 78666

https://www.npsot.org/join-or-renew-membership/
https://lindheimerchapternpsot.org/?page_id=2720
https://www.npsot.org/our-work/nice-native-plant-partners/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61572290391204
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt_ZR_-qwIlnXBkKsUTY4FQ
https://square.link/u/aO9F2nUs


2025 LINDHEIMER BOARD

Our members’ contribution of time and energy is what makes this chapter thrive.

President: Sara Torres

President Elect: Open

Treasurer: Sara Mato

Secretary: Dick Bigelow

Past President: Mickey Riviere

Director of Formal Education (NLCP): Craig Bruska
Director of Community Outreach:  Open

Director of Communications: Marian Stasney
Director of Plant Sales: Deborah Kyrouac

Membership/Hospitality Committee: Beverly Willmann & Charlotte Wright
Program Committee: Open, Sara Torres

NICE Committee: Leon Dominick

Communications Team
Facebook Coordinator: Nancy DeMarco

Webposts:  Beverly Willman
Website, Instagram, Audio Visual, YouTube: Bob Drake

Upcoming Events:  Dick Bigelow

Workday Team Leads
Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture: Craig Bruska

Heritage Museum of Texas Hill Country: Mickey Riviere & Peggy Haley
Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce:  Sara Torres
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 Submissions to The Morning Glory are welcome and due by the 25  of the month for publication.  

Send to the Editor, Marian Stasney at marian@stasney.org.

th

mailto:marian@stasney.org

